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March 23, 1982 

Roger S. Cohen, Jr. 

4701 Sangamore Road 
Bethesda, MD 20816 

Dear Mr. Cohen: 

We have received the copy of AMERICAN HALF CENTS, second 
edition which you sent to the ANA. 

Thank you very much for this contribution. It will be 
listed in a future issue of "The Numismatist" and become 
part of our library. 

We appreciate your continuing interest in the ANA and the 
library. Thank you again for sending this book. 

Sincerely, 



Nancy W. Green 
Librarian 
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Carl F. Wolf 

2 N. Riverside Plaza, Suite 2400, Chicago, IL 60606 
(312) 454-9696 

96th ANNIVERSARY CONVENTION • AUGUST 26-30, 1987 


HA VE A PEACH OF A TIME ... 


March 27, 1987 


Dear Fellow Numismatists: 

You are receiving this letter because you registered at the 1986 
Numismatic Theatre in Milwaukee or your name was passed on as some¬ 
one who is education-minded. 

If you attended the Milwaukee Theatre, I would like to offer my 
congratulations. You helped set a new record by pushing the total 
attendance over the 1000 mark, proving that numismatic education is 
not dead! 

A survey was taken after the convention and forty Theatre goers 
responded. It is impossible to relate all the results, but I do want 
to share a few points with you. The average Theatre goer attended 
3.33 presentations. The primary reasons for attending were to learn 
more (50%) and general curiosity (34%). A speaker's reputation (16%) 
made little impact, proving the old adage that "'what' is being said 
is more important than 'who' is saying it." 

A large majority of respondents (79%) thought the thirty minute 
speaking limit was good. Very few were disappointed with the pre¬ 
sentations, but they were evenly divided (48% each) when asked if the 
programs "met" or "exceeded" their expectations. When asked if they 
would have attended even more programs had there been no conflicting 
events, 60% said "yes." Obviously, Theatre goers want to see and 
hear more! more! more! 

Hence, the first reason for this letter. You probably already 
know that the A.N.A. is experiencing a cash shortage. Because of this, 
many budgets must be trimmed. The Numismatic Theatre was not exempted 
from this. I have been instructed to pare back the Atlanta Theatre, 
unless specific Theatre funds are raised quickly. None of the Theatre 
speakers are paid, nor do I, as the Coordinator, receive any payment. 
But the Theatre's operating expenses, such as printing, postage, 
equipment rental, telephone calls, etc. all add up very quickly to a 
sum bigger than you may imagine. 

Therefore, if you sincerely wish to see the Theatre continue to 
operate on a quality level, then please sit down now and send a contri- 
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bution. Be sure to make your check payable to the A.N.A. Numismatic 
Theatre, so that it will be credited to the correct account. 

If everyone on this mailing list were to send $10, we would be 
very close to covering our costs. The trouble is, we know that many 
will not send a contribution. Therefore, if you can, please send more. 

You may think that since you will not be attending the next few 
conventions, then you need not contribute. This is not the case. 

If you do not support the Theatre now, there very well may not be a 
Theatre as we have known it by the time you attend your next convention. 

The second purpose of this letter is to seek your ideas, sugges¬ 
tions and proposals. The 1987 Atlanta Convention is August 26 - 30, 
and as education-minded members of the A.N.A., we need to begin our 
Theatre planning now. 

Our search has begun for good numismatic topics and speakers. 

Are you a candidate? If so, enclosed is a form on which to submit a 
proposal. Do you have friends who are qualified? If you do, please 
send me their names, addresses and numismatic specialties, even if 
you are not certain they will be attending the convention. 

If you feel that the Theatre is only for well-known numismatists 
and experts, then you are mistaken. The final speaker schedule will 
probably have some familiar names, but convention goers want to hear 
new speakers also. Theatre goers love to hear new talks and they 
know they are guaranteed of hearing one when an unfamiliar name appears 
on the program. Some have said that this feature alone has been the 
single biggest contributor to the Theatre's increased popularity. 

Please do not make the mistake of thinking that your numismatic inter¬ 
est only appeals to you. 

It is very difficult to say what makes a good Theatre presenta¬ 
tion. Talks v/hich are general overviews or introductory rarely prove 
popular. Our experience has shown that programs with substance and 
depth, in addition to well-defined limits, consistently draw the best 
attendence. Of course, this also can be taken to extremes and prove 
unpopular. A program can have so much depth, that it appeals to 
scholars only. Someplace between these two ends is a middle ground 
and this is where you will find the Numismatic Theatre. 

I look forward to hearing from you soon and receiving your ideas 
and proposals. 



Coordinator 

1987 Numismatic Theatre 


Every speaker will probably be limited to only one presentation, although it is 
acceptable and you are encouraged to submit multiple proposals. Please use a separate 
form for each. 

If you feel that the Theatre is only for well-known numismatists and experts, 
then you are mistaken. No doubt, the final schedule will have some familiar names, 
but convention goers want to see some new ones also. 

Even if you feel that your chosen topic would appeal to only a small group of 
collectors, pl eas e submit a proposal anyway. Give the Coordinator and his advisors 
the opportunity to review your idea and perhaps work with you to enhance its appeal. 

Not all Theatre proposals can be the result of original research. However, if 
you have uncovered new information which may lead to new interpretations and conclu¬ 
sions, please clearly state this in your program description. 

Please do not wait until you are certain of attending the convention before 
submitting your proposal. You will be contacted at a later date to verify your conven¬ 
tion plans. The final schedule must be set well in advance, so please do not delay. 

Your proposal will receive equal consideration, even if you have never attended 
an A.N.A. convention. Should your proposal be accepted, the Coordinator will appraise 
you of all pertinent details and provide as much assistance as you need to feel 
ccmfortable. 

Although there are exceptions, our observations have been that slides enhance 
most Theatre programs. However, they are not a requiranent. Just ratnanber, most 
Theatre audiences subscribe to the old adage: a picture is worth a thousand words. 

Theatre audiences want to hear talks on more numismatic subjects than we have 
time available. Please do not make the mistake of thinking that your numismatic 
interest only appeals to you. 


For those speakers vdiose proposals are accepted, the A.N.A. will: 

-handle all necessary publicity. 

-provide all facility and equipment requirements, plus someone to supervise its 
operation and keep it in good working order. 

-provide suggestions based on our past experiences in running many successful 
Theatre programs. 

-finalize with your approval the time and date of your talk. 


Please do not send any of the following with your proposal, but should you be on 
the final schedule, you should, if possible, be prepared to provide: 

-two ccnplete copies of your talk to be put into the A.N.A. library (photographs 
are not necessary). It would be made available for reference only and would not 
be published without your permission. 

-a number of copies of your talk in a brief, concise and encapsulated form to be 
given as a hand-out to your audience. One 8V x 11" sheet, printed on both sides, 
should be sufficent. 

-a biography of yourself. 

-three black and white photographs of yourself. 
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HA VE A PEACH OF A TIME ... 


March 28, 1987 


Roger Cohen 

4701 Sangamore Road 

Bethesda, MD 20816 


Dear Mr. Cohen: 

To the best of my knowledge, we have never met. Your address was 
passed on to me by Don Valenziano, a mutual friend. 

The purpose of this letter is to extend to you a personal invita¬ 
tion to appear on the Numismatic Theatre at this summer's A.N.A. 
convention in Atlanta. Most of the Theatre presentations are chosen 
from those who apply. However, we always reserve several time slots 
for people who we invite. 

The Numismatic Theatre as been in existence since 1970. For a 
number of years, it was operated on a casual basis and was never really 
popular. Over the past few years, however, more structure and better 
publicity have been added, in addition to a professional atmosphere and 
attendance has improved dramatically. Last year in Milwaukee, the total 
attendance surpassed the 1000 mark for the first time. 

I hope to receive your letter of acceptance soon with your chosen 
topic. Enclosed are several pieces of information which was recently 
mailed to over 350 A.N.A. members. You may find them informative. 


Sincerely, 


Carl F. Wolf 
Coordinator 

1987 Numismatic Theatre 


RADFORD STEAh^.Ji^^ERAL CHAIRMAN 

5400 LawnncBvIllifimghMay, Lllburn, GA 30247 
Office: 404-^T-6607-^rig8: 404-493-7432 
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^er Cohen 

Sangamore Road 
■^^sda, MD 2 0816 

jar Mr. Cohen: 

On March 28, an invitation to join the program of Numismatic Theatre 
speakers was sent to you. At this date, we have not received a response. 
Perhaps, it did not arrive or was misplaced. Enclosed is a copy of the 
letter. 

I hope you are not experiencing difficulties with your convention 
arrangements. Please contact me if you are; perhaps, I could help. More 
time can be arranged for you, but our deadline is approaching. 

I hope you are not too busy, so we can hear from you soon. 





r. Wolf 
Coordinator 
1987 Numismatic Theatre 


cc Ken Bressett 



RADFORD STE. 



5400 Law/mcBvIll^ 
404-9i 


llburn, GA 30247 
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TO: Carl F. Wolf 

2 N. Riverside Plaza, Suite 2400 
Chicago, Illinois 60606 


C*:r;r: jd i- wiriic Accn:;:,;jnt$ 

4701 SANCAMORE ROAD 
BETHESDA, MARYLAND 20816 


Fhono: (30:j 229-7700 



— SUBJECT 


1987 Numismatic Theatre 


DATE May 5, 1987 


Dear Mr. Wolf: 

Thank you for your invitation to this years speaker procram. While I would 
like very much to join you, I find my time is such that lOmust say no to your 
offer. Please keep me in mind for next year, your efforts are much appreciated 
by the numismatic community. 


Sincerely, 


Roger S. Cohen,'Jr. 


SIGNED 




